Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #4
                             *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Dennis Croutharmel, (Home); *Arletta Thomas, (Hosp.); Rahn Cooper and family; Bonita Heddings & family; Jessica Bryson Family; Ken Bechtel; Gary Fetterhoff; Marissa Faust/Holly Landvater; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Sandy Zimmerman; Kayla Gonder;  Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Carole Fetterhoff, Sue Maichle; Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Carly Quinn; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben, Sarah, Baby Sophia Heinbaugh; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer;  Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; June Miller; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Gerald  Schoffstall; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Roxanne Fasick; Ellen Snyder; Ben Rissinger; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Phil Guertin; Dana Welcomer; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Roy Miller; Jennifer Rocky Family; Sue Miller
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.
Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
                                      [image: image1.emf]


                                JANUARY 23, 2022
      Third Sunday After Epiphany
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                              Pastor David Guertin

                  Office (717-896-3118),  Cell (1-715-497-4310)

                               Email - daveguertin64@gmail.com 

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc@verizon.net
View online services at Link:

or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. David Guertin, Pastor
Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 23, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday After Epiphany
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.
   Prelude    
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                 Bob Endy                  
L:   The Spirit of God is upon us.
P:  We are called to be God's people.
L:  The Spirit of God is upon us. 

P:  We are called to be the body of Christ
L:  Come let us worship God, who binds us together in love and service.

 
Invocation                                                  Bob Endy
O wondrous God, on this holy day, we have gathered together once again to celebrate your presence among us, to praise you, and to thank you for all you have given us. May this time of worship strengthen and refresh us, and fill us with such joy that we cannot help but share it with everyone around us. Though we are very different people, with many different talents and gifts, make us one in your Spirit, that we may be your ministers in the world. Amen.
Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
O. Test.:  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10      (See Insert)  Sue Faust 
Psalm: Psalm 19:1-14  (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Pastor

N. Test.: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a         (See Insert)  Sharon Fetterhoff                             
Hymn -   “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”         Page 8
*Gospel: Test.: Luke 4:14-21                (See Insert) Pastor  

Sermon:                    “Mission Possible”  

Installation of Elders and Deacons
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn -             “Let Your Heart Be Broken”       Page 315
Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”   Pastor 
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 23, 2022  the Third Sunday After Epiphany! Masks are no longer required but strongly encouraged. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you to everyone who understood the measures we took to keep everyone as safe and healthy as possible during the worst of the pandemic. It wasn’t easy, but with your understanding and love towards the most vulnerable among us, we made it through, so far. Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Weekly Devotionals/bulletins will be mailed to our shut-ins and to those not comfortable attending services. Bulletins and devotionals can also be found on the church website. If you no longer wish to have the weekly bulletin and devotional mailed to you, please call the church office (717-896-3118) or email us at valleysecc@verizon.net 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
Jan.  23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online

               Installation of Elders and Deacons during service
Jan. 24 thru Jan. 28 - Pastor Dave will be away.

Jan.  30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School 
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday January 23, 2022 during Worship Service.

PASTOR DAVE WILL BE AWAY Monday January 24th thru Friday January 28th. Please call the church office (717-896-3118) if there is a pastoral emergency. Pastor Gail Boyer will cover pastoral needs for Pastor Dave during this time.

LAY READERS:  Jan. 23 - Sue Faust, Sharon Fetterhoff; Jan. 30 - Carol Knight, Ed Dobbin; Feb. 6 - Laurel Guertin, Leon Shaffer                  Feb. Announcer - Norine Goss
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 23 - Dave Novinger; Jan. 30 - Ed Dobbin; Feb. 6 - Marie Herb
*Lay Readers and Sunday School Teachers please note: If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger and the church office. Thank you. 
MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
ANNUAL REPORTS/FINANCIAL REPORTS: Copies of Annual Reports and Financial Report are available if you wish to have a copy. Please contact the church office if you wish pick up a copy or have one sent to you.

Attendance: In-person worship for Jan. 16 was 28.
Face book views for Jan. 16 were 72.
There was no In-person or online service on Jan. 9th due to ice storm.
1st SCRIPTURE READING- O. Test. - Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,     8-10 (NLT)
8 1 all the people assembled with a unified purpose at the square just inside the Water Gate. They asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had given for Israel to obey. 2 So on October 8 Ezra the priest brought the Book of the Law before the assembly, which included the men and women and all the children old enough to understand. 3 He faced the square just inside the Water Gate from early morning until noon and read aloud to everyone who could understand. All the people listened closely to the Book of the Law.  5 Ezra stood on the platform in full view of all the people. When they saw him open the book, they all rose to their feet. 6 Then Ezra praised the Lord, the great God, and all the people chanted, “Amen! Amen!” as they lifted their hands. Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.  8 They read from the Book of the Law of God and clearly explained the meaning of what was being read, helping the people understand each passage. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were interpreting for the people said to them, “Don’t mourn or weep on such a day as this! For today is a sacred day before the Lord your God.” For the people had all been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 And Nehemiah continued, “Go and celebrate with a feast of rich foods and sweet drinks, and share gifts of food with people who have nothing prepared. This is a sacred day before our Lord. Don’t be dejected and sad, for the joy of the Lord is your strength!”
2nd Reading - Psalm 19:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God.
    The skies display his craftsmanship.
2 Day after day they continue to speak;
    night after night they make him known.
3 They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard.
4 Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world. God has made a home in the heavens for the sun.
5 It bursts forth like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding.
    It rejoices like a great athlete eager to run the race.
2nd Reading - Psalm 19:1-14 (Responsive) (NLT)  (Continued)

6 The sun rises at one end of the heavens and follows its course to the other end. Nothing can hide from its heat.
7 The instructions of the Lord are perfect, reviving the soul. The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8 The commandments of the Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are clear, giving insight for living.
9 Reverence for the Lord is pure, lasting forever.
The laws of the Lord are true; each one is fair.
10 They are more desirable than gold, even the finest gold.
They are sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from the comb.
11 They are a warning to your servant, a great reward for those who obey them.
12 How can I know all the sins lurking in my heart?
    Cleanse me from these hidden faults.
13 Keep your servant from deliberate sins! Don’t let them control me. Then I will be free of guilt and innocent of great sin.
14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be pleasing to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a (NLT)
12 The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. 13 Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit. 14 Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. 15 If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body.

 16 And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? 18 But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. 19 How strange a body would be if it had only one part! 20 Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. 21 The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.” 22 In fact, some parts of the body that seem weakest and 
3rd Reading - N. Test. - 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a (NLT)
least important are actually the most necessary. 23 And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care. So we carefully protect those parts that should not be seen,

24 while the more honorable parts do not require this special care. So God has put the body together such that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity. 25 This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other. 26 If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad. 27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it. 28 Here are some of the parts God has appointed for the church:
first are apostles, second are prophets, third are teachers, then those who do miracles, those who have the gift of healing, those who can help others, those who have the gift of leadership, those who speak in unknown languages.   29 Are we all apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all teachers? Do we all have the power to do miracles? 30 Do we all have the gift of healing? Do we all have the ability to speak in unknown languages? Do we all have the ability to interpret unknown languages? Of course not! 31 So you should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts.
*Sermon Text - Gospel - Luke 4:14-21 (NLT)
14 Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. Reports about him spread quickly through the whole region. 15 He taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16 When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. 17 The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was written: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, 19 and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.” 20 He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. 21 Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has been fulfilled this very day!”
Hymn story of hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken”:

    The inspiration for the hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken” could not be found. It is a beautiful hymn. It is well known to Covenant churches. 
    The hymn “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by Bryan 

Jeffrey Leech who was born in Middlesex, England in 1931. He came to the United States in 1955 and studied at Barrington College and North Park Seminary. He was ordained in 1961 and served in the Covenant Church. He composed more than 500 songs. Anyone who has sung from a Covenant Hymnal in the last 40 years quite likely sang songs written by Covenant minister Bryan Jeffery Leech, He ministered at Covenant congregations in Boston, Massachusetts; Montclair, New Jersey; as well as in San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Oakland, California. He was named pastor emeritus at First Covenant Church in Oakland. He did not recognize his talent for writing hymns until his mid-thirties. He went on to compose more than 500 songs, hymns, anthems, and cantatas. Leech did not begin writing hymns until his mid-thirties, and he went on to compose more than five hundred hymns, songs, anthems, and cantatas.

    The music for “Let Your Heart Be Broken” was written by James Mountain (1844-1933). Mountain attended Gainford Academy near Darlington, Rotherham 

College, Nottingham Institute, and Cheshunt College. He then became pastor at Great Marlow, Buckinghamshire. Leaving the clerical field due to ill health, he conducted evangelism campaigns
________________________________________________

          RESULTS FOR 2022 ELECTION VOTE AT THE

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022
Elders (2 year term) -Peggy Berra,  Note: Diane Shaffer volunteered and was added as Elder after the meeting.

Deacons (2 year term) Gary Fetterhoff, Seth Guertin, Ann Hale, Marie Herb 
Mutual Ministry Committee (2 year term) - Ed Dobbin
National & Conference Delegates (1 year term)- Seth Guertin
Nominating Committee (2 year term) - Dave Novinger
Hymn: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Lobe den Herren) 

 Page 8 red hymnal  Music Public Domain
Catherine Winkworth | Joachim Neander

Song # 43073   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Praise to the Lord the Almighty
The King of creation
O my soul praise Him
For He is thy health and salvation
All ye who hear now to His temple draw near
Join me in glad adoration
Verse 2  Praise to the Lord Who over all things
So wondrously reigneth
Shelters thee under His wings
Yes so gently sustaineth
Hast thou not seen how thy longings have been
Granted in what He ordaineth
Verse 3   Praise to the Lord Who doth prosper
Thy work and defend thee
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do
If with His love He befriend thee
Verse 4    Praise to the Lord
O let all that is in me adore Him
All that hath life and breath
Come now with praises before Him
Let the amen sound from His people again
Gladly for aye we adore Him   Amen
Link for “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (Pg. 8)
      https://youtu.be/sPN7WaOSmrA?t=2 
            SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 *******************************************************
   If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

********************************************************
Hymn: “Let Your Heart Be Broken” in our red hymnal Pg. 315
Text:Bryan Jeffery Leech | Music:James Mountain

Words copyright © 1976 by THE EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH. Used by Permission.
Verse 1  Let your heart be broken For a world in need -

Feed the mouths that hunger, 

Soothe the wounds that bleed, 

Give the cup of water And the loaf of bread - 

Be the hands of Jesus, Serving in His stead.

Verse 2  Here o earth applying Principles of love - 

Visible expression God still rules above, 

Living illustration Of the Living Word 

To the minds of all who’ve Never seen and heard.

Verse 3  Blest to be a blessing, 

Privileged to care, Challenged by the need Apparent everywhere, Where mankind is wanting Fill the vacant place, 

Be the means thru which the Lord reveals His grace.

Verse 4  Add to your believing Deeds that prove it true -

Knowing Christ as Savior, Make Him Master too:

Follow in His footsteps, Go where He has trod,

In the world’s great trouble Risk yourself for God.

Verse 5  Let your heart be tender And your vision clear -

See mankind as God sees, Serve Him far and near;

Let your heart be broken By a brother’s pain,

Share your rich resources - Give and give again,
Link to hymn:  “Let Your Heart Be Broken”  (Pg 315)
https://youtu.be/bDaIa0EfggQ 
Please Note: Verse 3 is in our hymnal but is not sung online link.

History of hymn “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” is a hymn based on Joachim Neander’s German hymn “Lobe den Herren, den mächtigen König der Ehren”, published in 1680.  Neander was born in 1650 Bremen, Germany. In his youth, he lived on the wild side before attending a local service and listening to a visiting preacher. He adopted the belief of the Pietist and suffer considerable opposition for his beliefs. He died at age 30 in 1680, the same year he wrote the hymn, however he wrote over 60 songs  in  his  lifetime.   Most  are  hymns  of  joyful  praise,  even 
History of hymn “Praise to the Lord the Almighty”       (Continued)
though they were written at a time when Neander was living under considerable stress.    

       Neander’s hymn was first published in 1665. The tune is based on a German folk tune. The text paraphrased Psalm 103 and Psalm 150. It was inspiried not only by those psalms but also by the beauty of the hills and rivers that Neanader experienced on his walks through the German countryside. In 1800 King Frederick William III of Prussia first heard the hymn and the hymn became his favorite hymn.

       Catherine Winkworth translated this hymn in 1863 and also a number of other German hymns during the 19th century. Winkworth, daughter of Henry Winkworth, was born in London in 1827 and died close to Geneva Switzerland in 1878. She was one of the most prominent 19th century translators of German hymns. Most hymnals will include at least five or six of her translations. If not for the efforts of Catherine Winkworth, we wouldn’t know anything of Neander or his hymns today.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________

    COUNCIL OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 

                                      FOR 2022
President - David Novinger

Vice-President - Seth Guertin

Secretary - Marie Herb

Financial Secretary - Norine Goss

Treasurer - Sharon Fetterhoff

ELDERS - 

Peggy Berra, Norine Goss, David Novinger, Diane Shaffer

DEACONS -

Bridget Campbell, Gary Fetterhoff, Sharon Fetterhoff, Seth Guertin, Ann Hale, Marie Herb, Leon Shaffer
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc@verizon.net    Website: ValleysEcc.Org
                                                             Rev. David C. Guertin, Pastor
Weekly Devotional #4
              January 23, 2022          
         “Mission Possible”

   
      
                   3rd Sunday After Epiphany
Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:

L: The Spirit of God is upon us.
P: We are called to be God's people.
L: The Spirit of God is upon us.
P: We are called to be the body of Christ.
L: Come let us worship God, who binds us together in love and service.
Invocation:

O wondrous God, on this holy day, we have gathered together once again to celebrate your presence among us, to praise you, and to thank you for all you have given us. May this time of worship strengthen and refresh us, and fill us with such joy that we cannot help but share it with everyone around us. Though we are very different people, with many different talents and gifts, make us one in your Spirit, that we may be your ministers in the world. Amen.
Readings: *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Responsive: Psalm 19
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
*Gospel: Luke 4:14-21
Meditation:

“Mission Possible”


Christopher Wren, the designer of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London had the opportunity to observe and meet several of the workers building the cathedral. He noticed a trend among the workers. There were many that were bored and tired. When he asked them what they were doing they would respond, “I’m carrying stone” or, “I’m laying bricks.” The work was drudgery for them. He noticed one man that seemed different. He was cheerful and enthusiastic even as he labored mixing cement. When asked him what he was doing. The man replied, “I’m building a magnificent cathedral!” This man knew his purpose; to work on amazing buildings. He also knew his mission; to mix the cement necessary to fuse the bricks and stone together to build this cathedral. 


Jesus clearly understood both his purpose and mission. His purpose, as shared in the 1st chapter of John, was to enter God’s creation as the light of the world, to live among people to reveal God the Father and his unconditional love for all humanity. His mission, which Luke details in today’s Gospel reading, is how he would fulfill his purpose. And Jesus, by the leading of the Holy Spirit, finds his mission as he reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. 

An important human question that God seems to be responding to in Jesus’ words is this: If God is all-loving, then why do bad things happen to people, and how will God respond to human suffering? Jesus first says that he has come to preach good news to the poor. What would be good news for a poor person? How would they understand God’s love for them in their poverty? Perhaps it’s that God has not forgotten them or been blind to their struggles. Jesus himself was homeless and poor. Jesus knew the day to day struggle for getting food. He knew what it was like to not know where he would lay down his head at night. But he wasn’t worried. He had the assurance that his Father would provide what he needed. And now, the Bread of Life, would alleviate their deepest hunger; knowing that they are loved and not forgotten. 

The next group of people that is addressed is those held in captivity. They would be released. This is not meant to be understood as a blanket amnesty. Captives being set free are ultimately about justice. Many poor people would be thrown into a debtor’s prison to work off a debt they couldn’t repay. And in many cases the jailors would use these prisoners as slave labor where they would be worked, sometimes to the point of death. 

The oppressed going free may also include those who have become enslaved as a result of becoming prisoners of war after losing a military battle. They, too, would be used as slave labor and were often treated harshly by their captors. Again, it’s about God’s justice for those who are being mistreated.

Both of these kinds of bondage and oppression also have a spiritual connection. Through Jesus, God is also setting free people that are oppressed and bound by sin. Maybe they’re in a vicious cycle of addictive behavior that they can’t escape through will power alone. They may be wrapped up in all kinds of guilt and shame as a result of their sin. They suffer the oppression of self-condemnation, let alone any consequences of their actions. Freedom from this kind of bondage and oppression is given through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Scripture often refers to God, and by extension, Jesus, as a redeemer; that Jesus’ work on the cross paid the ransom debt that we could never pay on our own. If this isn’t good news, I’m not sure what is.

Jesus’ mission also included bringing healing. Bringing sight to the blind includes both physical healing and spiritual healing. Physical healing is pretty obvious what that would mean. In healing different people in his earthly ministry, Jesus revealed the present reality of the Kingdom of God had come and would continue to grow. As a result, the process of reversing the effects of the curse God put on humanity as a result of their rebellion was being reversed. John’s Gospel referred to Jesus’ miracles as signs that God’s Kingdom had come with Jesus Messiah. The spiritual lifting of blindness has to do with Jesus making people see how God was really at work in their lives and world. Jesus lifted the blinders that prevented people from truly knowing God and his love. This would reveal the depth of God’s compassion on people; that he would offer healing and freedom when it wasn’t expected. 

The prophet Isaiah said that this activity, this work of the Messiah, would herald the Year of the Lord’s favor: The Year of Jubilee. Jubilee was commanded by God for the people of Israel to celebrate every 50th year. You can read in more detail in Leviticus 25:8-ff. Jubilee captured in practice the heart of what is meant by shalom. Shalom is most often used in greeting, meaning, “peace.” Peace, though, doesn’t fully capture the fulness of shalom. Shalom has in mind that all is right between humanity and God, and with each other. It’s holistic and comprehensive in scope. In many ways, the whole mission of Jesus was to usher in Jubilee and the resulting shalom that God intended people to celebrate. 

There are many implications for us as disciples of Jesus. First, we need to understand our purpose so we can better fulfill our mission. We are created in the image of God. We are to be reflections of God to the world around us. Several years ago Rick Warren wrote “The Purpose Driven Life.” His aim was to help others discover more specifically what was the purpose for which God had created them. He helped people discover their spiritual gifts, heart passions, abilities, personalities, and experiences so they would be able to live out the mission Jesus gave us in their own unique way. 

The mission we have is the same as the mission Jesus took on. Jesus tells his disciples in John 20:21, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” Jesus further commissioned his disciples with, “Go into all the world, baptizing… teaching… making disciples.” And by extension, Jesus has commissioned us with the same mission. I know this mission sounds overwhelming. We might be tempted to think that we just have to accept Jesus’ work on the cross and his resurrection was sufficient to make us right with God and thus be saved. Yet we are called to live our lives as if we are saved. We are called to bear witness to the inbreaking of God’s Kingdom in the world. We are called to live as citizens of God’s Kingdom in the world by how we live our lives and how we care for others, especially the marginalized, poor, and oppressed. 

We aren’t called to do it alone. Just as Jesus was filled and led by the Holy Spirit, he promises that we will also be filled and led by the Holy Spirit. What seems like an impossible mission, becomes mission possible. May God grant us the grace to understand our God given purpose more and more. May God’s grace enable us to live out our purpose in the mission he’s given us. And may the Holy Spirit of Jesus fill us and lead us as we seek to be faithful servants. Amen. 

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Ever present One, you call us to be your presence, your body in this world, but too often we get caught up in being a hand or a foot, and lose sight of the overarching mission
you set before us. We fracture into pieces. We go our separate ways, forgetting we need each other to be whole. You have given us your law to be our guide, but we turn our backs on what we see as rules and restrictions, fearful that we will not live up to your expectations. Help us see with new eyes, and hear with the ears of our heart, the liberating spirit of the law that strengthens and revives and enables us to be and do all you call us to be and do – the law of love set forth in Jubilee. O God of liberation and justice, help us be faithful witnesses to your law of love and unity to everyone we meet.
[Silent Prayer for friends and loved ones, and community and world concerns)

Thank you for hearing our prayers for people and situations that lay heavy on our hearts. We thank you that you know our prayers even before we name them. Encourage and empower us to fully understand the purpose for which we were created, and to live that out in the mission to which we have been called. 

[The Lord’s Prayer].

Benediction: 

You have been called and anointed. You have been strengthened and enlightened. You have become one body in Christ. Now go to spread joy
and liberation in word and in deed to all the world. 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Close with silent prayer for a minute or two. 
